French Department

Theatre outing for Year 7

This year was no exception for Year 7, as in January they visited Northern Stage to
watch a performance in English of 'Le Petit Prince’ by Antoine de Saint Exupéry. All
enjoyed the production and some even felt inspired to produce attractive posters.

Conference of the Alliance Francaise

As N.C.H.S. is a member of the Alliance Frangaise, it has now become a regular habit
for 6™ form students of French to attend the annual Sixth Form Lecture of this
organisation, which aims to promote French culture. This year Franck Michel of the
University of Newcastle used the latest technology to introduce students to the
political life in France and in particular to the 2007 presidential elections. Students
found this conference very interesting, especially as French politics is one of the
topics required at A2 level.

Year 10’s visit to University of Northumbria

At the beginning of May, Mrs Temperley was able to organize an afternoon visit for
Year 10 language students to the Languages Department of the University of
Northumbria. This gave them the opportunity not only to discover the facilities of this
establishment but also to meet students of different nationalities and practise their
linguistic skills at a new language, namely Polish. All found this a valuable visit, as it
made them aware of the value of learning foreign languages.

French trip to Paris and Saint Omer

Twenty eight students from Year 7 to Year 9 participated from 26™ June to 2nd July
2007 in the French trip organized by Mrs Mayhew. They spent three days in Paris
where they were able to have a boat trip on the Seine before visiting the Eiffel Tower
and having a taste of “retail therapy” on the Champs Elysées. They also visited the
Sacré-Ceeur and Montmartre and enjoyed a day at the Astérix Park. For the next three
days, they stayed at the Chateau in Ebblinghem and visited the town of Saint Omer
with its lively market. During their stay in northern France, they also went to a
chocolaterie where they were introduced to all the mysteries of chocolate making.

For many the highlight of their trip to this part of France will certainly remain their
visit to a snail farm where all listened with the greatest interest to explanations about
the secret life of snails. Many felt so enthused that they accepted to take a live snail in
their hand. Even more amazing several ventured to eat some of the snail preparations
offered by the farmer!

C Oliver, Head of French
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Notre visite a I'université de Northumbria.

Nous sommes allées a 1'université¢ de Northumbria pour encourager les éleves de
Church High a apprendre plus de langues étrangeres et aussi a regarder la faculté.
Premiérement, nous avons rencontré Monsieur Lund a la porte du batiment des
langues. 11 s'est présenté d'abord parce qu' il est maitre assistant pour les langues
étrangeres dans l'université, puis nous avons rencontré des étudiants d'étrangers
d'université. Ils parlaient beaucoup de langues et ils étaient de nationalités différentes.
Mon groupe et moi avons parlé avec Lily, qui est une étudiante qui est née en France.
Aussi, elle a parlé anglais, italien, espagnol et chinois, qui a mon avis est incroyable
pour une personne!

v I N

Pendant I'aprés-midi, j'ai fait trois activités,
premierement j'ai appris un peu de polonais, qui est tres
différentes de 'anglais. Puis j'ai cherché sur I'Internet
sur la Pologne, par exemple la culture. Apres ¢a, nous
avons regardé la faculté, en particulier j'ai aimé le
laboratoire de langues, et j'ai vu un peu des émissions
de télé francaises. A mon avis, les équipements étaient
fantastiques! A la fin de I'aprés-midi, le message de
Monsieur Lund était que les langues étaient trés bonnes

et trés importantes pour votre emploi dans l'avenir,
parce qu' il y a beaucoup de compétition.

Mon expérience a l'université, m'aide a comprendre
I'importance d'étre linguiste et 1'utilité¢ des langues vivantes
quand on est cherche un emploi. Si je réussis mes examens
francais (GSCE), je voudrais continuer mes études dans une
université afin de pouvoir utiliser mes langues dans le monde
du travail, et pour voyager.

By Emma Chisholm, Year 10
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